Plasma exchange for acquired hemophilia: a case report.
A patient with acquired hemophilia complicated with chronic renal failure and lung tuberculosis was successfully treated by consecutive plasma exchange (PE). A 71-year-old man with serious bleeding tendency showed low coagulation factor levels and a high titer of factor VIII (FVIII) inhibitor, and he was diagnosed with acquired hemophilia. Because of the complication of active lung tuberculosis, instead of immunosuppressive therapy, he undertook a series of PE with fresh frozen plasma replacement for 3 months. After the start of PE, his bleeding symptoms and activated partial thromboplastin time (APTT) improved gradually according to the decrease in FVIII inhibitor levels. These results suggest that PE is an effective therapeutic tool for refractory acquired hemophilia.